DD, 


7.48 


: 
CY 


Fo 


e 


oy 


preſe 


= 
then 
= G 


Kon, 


ecemb. 


of D 


WQ& 
S 
8 
£3 
«- 


= 


ber of 
at that Tran 


Upon the 12. 
a Mem 


$444+$$$44++6+044++4+44+454+444464654 $48 © © 
B32 BG BBOHRH BRLOBMBMAG SS 


A true Narrative of the cauſe and manner 
of the diſlolution of the late Parliament, 
Decemb. 12. 1653. 


READER, 
SHE owing that various Reports will be ſpread concern» 
ing the diffolution of theParliament, I hokd ic nced- 
ful to give you a true and pariicular gecount of the 
matter of Fat, waving many circumſtances that are 

material, which were previous to this Ghange. 


\ on; morning , being the 12 inftant , very many perſons 

came an hour and more ſooner io the Houſe then was uſual, 
which was the fi: ſt apprehenfon that was taken of any thing to be 
done ; but by that, ſomething more then ordinary was conceived 

; would be attempted : The Speaker taking the Chair, a Member 
made his addreſs to him to this eff-t, Thet he muft diburth:n himſelf 
of ſome things that had a leng time lain up+n bis beart ; That he was now to 
ſpeak ts the (Effe ) or beeing, rather then the (bene effe, or ) welbeing of 
the Commonwealth, which was ready ts finkunder ms, through the ill ma- . 
nagement of the power betruſtcd with us and that for bis own part he muif - 
reſign bis power from whence he hadit, fore ſeeing clearly that their wait-. 
ings and expe{ations of ever coming on to things of publike good, were more 
and more diſappointed; and ſo came to theſe particular inftances : 

x That we had dealt d:fingenuouſly with the Army, in moving that the 
Officers ſhould be treated with to lay d-wu their pay ; and when we could nit 
effett that,the Bill of Aſſefiments was endeavored to be eaſt out. 

2 That we had not « ſpirit to do juſtice , which appearedin our A for 
confirming the ſale of Sir John Stowels eftate,though be were relieved by 
the Cort of Articles. And that hewever he was as vild as could be imagined 
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Fat upolt ns whe:her ve could d> j-ſtice or not. 
"5 That we bad « principle of 4 
thauph uething were ſet xp in the ftead;; and this was ſpecially manifeſted 


. in 5ur Vote for removing the Ghancery,and total alteration of the Laws, 


- 4 That though we calted our ſelves aParliammt, yet we ated moſt une 
like ts it -4nt-that appeared in or endeavors to deſtroy Prep riety,in att« mm 
Ptng to take off the power of Patrons topre erve Church-[ivings, | 

oP That we would deftroy the Miniſtry it [lf which apeared by our Vote 


. upen Saturday [aſt For theſe conſiderations they cowld nt ſatis | themjclus 


to ſit any longer , and ſo be guilty of b*i ging con{uſion 'and deſslati:n upon 
the Nation, But if any would yet be ſo hardy as to continue there, he would 
ſay unto therrin th: words of the Prophet; Ephraim hath joyned himſelf to 
Idsls tet titfalone. 

-* This ivas (econded by two others, who Interwove their ſpeeches 
with ſome birfer inveRives, which was heard with patience ( and 
ſhal nor'be here inſerted.) After that, another member ſteaod up, 
and declaring himſelf to ſpeak with mach diſadvantage, in that he 


' had not as the other, any premeditated thing to ſay ; but told the. 


Speaker he had in his hand an Expedient in reference to the things 
cotoyprehended inthe Vote on Saturday laft, that he hoped would 
fatisfie all z and that the Committee for regulating ue Law had, 
ready to be offered to the Houſe Bils of very great c incernment,to 
the good and eaſe of the people,and proteſted betore God, Angels, 
and men, his diffatisfa&ion to the thing moved,as buing deftra&t- 
iveto the Commonwealih. Others ſtanding up to ſecond him, 
could not be ſuffered to ſpeak : But ſome others preffing the for- 


. mer motion,ſaying wichall,i;)was not now a time to debate, The 


Speaker vey of their judgment (the whole buſtneffe being before 


cantrived)wirhour puting ir to the Queſtion, or 2djoining to any 
- other plicezleft the Chair, and went haftil; out of the Houſe witch 


them: ſome 39 and odd ftaid within, who mutually declaring that 
they had profcſt in the preſence of the Lord, that they were called 


of God to that place , which was the principal motive that drew 
them thither;and that they apprehended their ſaid Call was chi: fly 


for prowetig the totere of Jeſu: Chriſt. Beginning therefore to 
conſider what to do,Col:Gof, and Lieu.cul.Fhite came in and en- 
ereated them carheſtly to'go our, preſſing it often. It was as earneft- 
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d;Rtrofing andpuling down amongſt us, 
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ly replyed to them; that at their perſonal Ricqueſt they couldor;' 


but defired them to withdraw ., nalcffe they had command oo purt- * 


them forth : which when they perceived, they commanded in ſore 


Muſqueteers ; upon which they wichdrew : {oon after; ſeveral were 


ſent tor to:come to White-Hal, where an Inſtrument was drawn up 
for refigning the power to the General ,- which wasſubſcribed by 
many,but refuſed by others. Th1s the late Speaker, with a ſhort 
preamble delivered to the General, who was ready, with his Ofti- 
cers,to rec:ive it Having thus far-given a true ſtate of the bufineſſe, 
] thall explain and obſerve a little apon the pardiculars urged for 
this a&ivn.. * And fiiſt take norice that all the Interefts,but the de- 


ſpiſcd ones of Chrift, are taken in. "%s 


* | The Souldiery : And as to what was urged as difingenuity to 
them, in endeavouring to retrench ſome of che Officers-pay ; Itwas 


moved indeed in order to the abatemeyt of theTax, That in reſpe&t 


of their great eftates,alceady-gotten, and thelictle hazard &-paines' 


..7v 


they were now at in this time of peace,and the ſore and heavy bur<Nebe. 
dens that was upon the people , that the chief Officers would for 14.18 


one year in this time of ftreight, ſerve the Coma:onwealth freely, as 
they had cilled the Parliamentto do. And concerning the motion? 
of caſting out the Bill of Aﬀeſſement,it was npon this arovnd, that 
it Was an unegutl and oppreſſive way of Levie,which yet , leſt then the &f- 
fairs.of the Commonwealth ſpoul d ſuffer,was waved, lgping cre another Aſ- 
ſeſntent (hznld b» laid, it might be dine by apeund '4'e, or ſome other more 
equdl way of Aſeſſ»,inſtance being given of ſom? Towns audCeunties in the 
Gommonwealth, paying 12 and 13 ſhillings in the pound ; and others yt 

two and three. | | | 
II, The Cavaliers Intereſt is taken up in that Caſe of Sr Fohx 
Stowel,too long to be related ; onely note,that he was put inte the 
A fo» ſale by the former Parliament; who'when they undeiftood- 
thac the Court for R:lief upon Articles , had taken Cognifance of 
his Caufe, ordered that they fhuuld not proceed therein :  ''Sochis' 
Eftate was ſold before the fitting of this Parliament, The Purcha- 
ſers by their Peticion to the Parliament, pray'd a Cofifirmation of 
theit Par chaſes, becauſe the Court of Articles did go on'to hear his 
bufinefſe, and indeed jadged he had the benefit of Articles : The 
Parliament therefore upon informatidn trom-ſome of the princi- 
pal Officers of the Army then inthe Houſe , andalſo forme of =o 
Members 
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mbers of the former Houſe,did npon mawre confideration, paſy 
an:Att to confirm the ſale;and if he were to be relieved, it mighc be 
time enough when he applyed for ic , ſeeing the very Aﬀ upon 
which he was relieved, faich, that reſtitution ſhould be made in pe- 
cie,orin value : And itis obſervable, that the perſons now ufing 
this aff co beat others , were principally ative in the peſling of 
that AR. 

TILL. The Intereſt of the Lawyers was taken up,though the per- 
ſon that moved it did with mere yehemency then any other, preſſe 
that rhere might b: a Committee to confider of a new Body of the 
Law,uting this Argument, That the way to deſtroy the Brood, was to pull 
down the Neſt. 


I V. The bufinetle of Preſentations takes in the corrupt Gentry, 


 andisafairbait to perſons of all forts. 


V. Andlaftly,which yet was principally in their aim, the Na- 
tional Clergy ftruck at in Saturdaies Vote. Now as for that Vote, 
it was the Reſult of fix daycs D.bate upon a Report from the Com - 
mitte for Tythes, brought in to ſtifle the former Vote for taking away 
the power of Patrons to preſent, It was offered in that Report, as 
the bt way tor cj-@&ing,ignorant,ſcandalous, and prophane Mi- 
nifters, and incouraging the Godly , that Con Es ſhould 
be ſent from hence into the fix Circuits of the Nation , three in a 
Circuit,to Joyn with four or fix in eack County, who ſhould have 
power,two of thoſe that were to be ſent from hence being alwayes 
pre{+nt to ejet ignorant, ſcandalous, and prophane Minitte-s, and 


to place in their ftead ſuck as were ſound in the Faich,apt tw teach, 


and net greedy of filthy lucre , and their maintenance to be that 
which was already eftablifhed by Law : this met with oppoFrcion ; 
and this Paper cannot. inſert the Arguments. Ir was «zpprehended 
by ſome; that this 'was a way to eſtabliſh a National! Parochial Mi- 
niſtry,cenfifting of thoſe Popiſh names of Parſons, Vicars,an.l1 Cu- 
rats;and alſo that oppreſſive (to ſay no more of it here) tuiden of 
Tythes; and it lookt rather like the making up ofa breach in the 


Kingdom of Antichrift , then pulling it down , as it was hoped 


would have been the prefent work ; and yet ſo as no one that the 
Lord hath anvinted for the Work of the Miniſtry , ſhould have the 


- Ieaft diſcouragement. The Queſtion being pur tor agreeing wth 


the Report, it was carricd in the Negative, from whence ne 
pally 
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pally aroſe this late ation. Now for as much as I cannot be et 


cible that Satan, that oJd Pragon,wil never want aſpe!fions to caſt © Bo 
upen the Lords own people , and eſpecially in the latter dayer, ® © 


when he wil more rage becauſe be hath bur a ſhort timezand if pol- 
fible,as an Angel of light, cloath his temptations with a fine Web, ("03 
as if all this had bcen ncccfitated to befal us ( who arc charged as 
afore{aid) tor the glory of God, and the good of his people and 
Nation in general, I can thus in brief unboſome my ſeif in the 
preſence of the ſearcher of all hearts, unto ycu , that dur ing the 
tine of our fitting together, we have had no other delign bur thay 
__ our Lord Jeſus might reign,and 5. per, and this poor Nati- 
on flouriſh in peace and righteouſnefſe, al.hough we were jaid in 
the duſt before It. N 
One thing more I would intimateunto you , That the differ- 
ence in the Houſe never appeared , ſocfk Qual as it did after ſome 
upright hearts in the ſenſe of their weaknefſe and want of Gods 
preſecne, aſſembled ſeveral days to ſeek the Lord by Fafting and 
Prayer,and after appeared in theHeuſe with Bibles in their hands, 
God bearing them witnefſe, ( as 1 ſuppoſe ) in the conſciences of 
thoſe that were otherwiſe minded , who not being able to with- 
fland the power and Spirit by which they ſpake, endeavoureethus 
ts difſolve the Houſe. I ſhal adde no more, but recommendto your 
reading the 66th of Eſajiab,the 5th Verſe,and onwards, 
Hear the Word of the Lord, ye that tremble at bis word : your Brethren 
that batedyou , that caft y, # ont for my Names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be 
glorified : but he ſhall appe 7 to your joy,and they fball be aſbaned, &c. 


A Polilcript. 
any offier X-<4” 4B. which I might have in ſerted, theſe 
ere warthy of obſervation. 

nb meuths of ſeveral of our Friends , who diſſented from 
-b4 ſeveral times acknovoledged 4 That that Party that did not 
increaſe and grow daily; and though they were as they ſuppoſed 
#29, and of greater-Partsz. yet the vther Pai ty ſpai; with that 
ior fron. God-and his Word, that ihey could not-withſtung them 
no (he the.Sixe days Debate) that were b:fore zealous ſor Tytbesz 
d by rhe Lord, andnoyftand as firm agginft ite ,- ,__ ; 

Hh;ſome of 4ur deer friend: who went alen; with ue ings blef- 
ws ſirynſed and by piddert violent Tempravies ( ey” 
REEL moved & ve the Refip yet: fince they 
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